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s Wherever their ships took them, the Normans (Northman) were ruthless 

conquerors but gifted governors. These eight lectures, given in Boston in 1915 
by the eminent Harvard medievalist, Charles Homer Haskins, chronicle the 
achievements of these descendants of the Vikings, whose genius for 
assimilation transformed them into French, English, and Sicilian citizens of 
well-run states. Haskins discusses the great William the Conqueror and Henry 
II, the impetuous Richard the Lion-Hearted, and the hapless King John. The 
Normans founded the Kingdom of Sicily in which there was religious toleration 
and a Saracen bureaucracy, and left us a moving picture of themselves in the 
Bayeux Tapestry. (summary by Pamela Nagami) 

Read by Pamela Nagami.Total Running Time: 07:05:39

This recording is in the public domain and may be reproduced, distributed, or 
modified without permission. For more information or to volunteer, visit 
librivox.org. Cover picture from sections of the Bayeux Tapestry. Copyright 
expired in U.S., Canada, EU. and all countries with author’s life +70 yrs laws. 
Cover design by Esther ben Simonides. This design is in the public domain. 
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